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SCHACHTER ON THE PARSHA

ashem. Therefore, tech-
ban Pesach even nowa-
"V ar panpn, without 4
0 Hashem that instead, "?- PARSHAS BAMIDBAR

eis HaMikdash, so that
Pesach which will be PIRYAH VERIVYAH

‘to Hashem., 4

© requirement for this , @ (iz_mu gc Wf_e/ ~ Q\«’S L,L :

l LTHOUGH the passuk states, mom 1k m1n avs ~ “These
are the offspring of Aharon and Moshe”(Bamidbar 3:1),
the parsha proceeds to describe conly the descendants of
Aharon, not those of Moshe. Rashi explains, “Whomever
teaches Torah to the son of his fellow is regarded by Scripture
(L if he had fathered him” (Sankedrin 19b). The sons of Aharon
were considered, in a sense, the children of Moshe, even
though they were not his biological sons, since he taught them
Torah.
Another example of the existence of a father-son relation-
| { ship which is not biologically based is the opinion in the Yeru-
‘shalmi in Bikkurim (1:4, in disagreement with the Mishnah) that
a ger, upon presenting his bikkurim to the Beis HaMikdash, may
state, YaR 721 MR - “An Aramean tried to destroy my father”
(Devarim 26:5) - and 17 NA% WMARY T y2w) MWK PIRD DR DRI 2D
{G}- “that I have come to the land that Hashem swore to our
forefathers to give us” (26:3).

The Shulchan Arych (Orach Chayim 199:4) rules in accordance
with this opinion that a ger may, in his Birchas HaMazon, use
the phrase, wmary ndmnw % - “that You have given to our
forefathers as a heritage [a desirable, good and spacious
land].” From the time that Avram’s name was changed to
Avraham, nn1 om nan ar 3 - “for 1 have made you the father

g
z
%
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Menashe, may ultimately repent for his idolatrous ways,
as indeed he did, and Chizkiyahu would have religious
descendants (Anaf Yosef, from Ya'aros Devash).

Another explanation of Chizkiyahu's mistake is that one is
not permitted to use the reason for a mitzvah to limit practical
mitzvah observance (Nefesh HaChayim 1:23). Finally, Chizkiyahu

& tmay not have been correct in using ruach hakodesh to decide a
matter of Halachah. [She’eilos U'Teshuvos Yabi'a Omer, Orach
Chayim 1:41:14 discusses this topic.] In principle, however,
Chizkiyahu was correct in defining piryah verivyah as the

il obligation to transmit Torah values to the next generation.
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On the Love of Torah
Impromptu Remarks at a Siyyum

On April 1, 1973, Rabbi Soloveitchik’s shiur at Yeshiva University,
completed learning the first chapter of Huilin. The Rav was asked at
the time to say a few words in honor of the oeccasion. What follows
is a reconstruction of his impromptu remarks explaining the custom
of saying badran alakb—we will return to study you again—which
is recited upon the completion of learning a talmudic chapter or
tractate,

[ The Jew unceasingly seeks, indeed craves, k'dusha (sanctity)
and Torah. Ramban explains that the preface to the shir shel
yom is always “Today is the first (second, third, and so
forth) day in the Shabbat (cycle) because the Jew counts
cach day with longing, anxiously awaiting the arrival of

[r Shabbat. In a similar vein, it is explained in Sefer ha-Hinukh
that the counting of the Omer reflects the Jew’s awareness
that the goal of the Exodus from Egypt was the receiving of
the Torah, and by counting the days the Jew demonstrates
his impatient longing for Torah. Similarly, the mitzva of

(\tosefer Shabbat, of ushering in the Sabbath some small time
before its obligatory commencement at sunset, exemplifies
the Jew's impatient yearning for k'dusha.

This search for k'dusha is really a search for The Holy
One, Ha-Kadosh Barukb Hu Himself. Real k'dusha is found

((ponly when He “spreads the shelter of His peace (sukkat
shalom)” over us.

The Gemara(Yoma 19b-20a) relates that once Yom Kippur

was not propeily observed in Nehardea and God explained

.~ that it was because of “la-petab batat roveitz” (Genesis 4:7).
%/S/\In order to experience Yom Kippur properly adequate
preparation is needed. We start preparing on Rosh Hodesh
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